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ESTABLISHED 1894 
Evenwood & Barony Parish Council 



	Minutes of a meeting of Evenwood and Barony Parish Council held in Cornerstone Christian Centre, Swan Street, Evenwood, on Tuesday 10th March 2026 at 7:00 p.m.



	PRESENT: Councillors R. Bolden (in the Chair); A. Breeze; J. Cosslett; M. Finch; C. Hodgson; A. Marshall; W. McCash; B. Medhurst; E. Pettit; R. Potts; R. Spraggon.



	IN ATTENDANCE: Mr. K. Murray-Hetherington (Parish Clerk); Mr. M. Proud (Jubilee Allotment Association); Mr. A. Maughan; and nine members of the public.



	PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: [Cllr. Finch declared an interest, left the room, and did not take part in any discussion on questions relating to]. A local resident Mr. K. Richardson asked the Parish Council to consider three suggestions relating to the planning application for Kays Hall Farm; and Cllr. J. Cosslett suggested a sub-committee to consider matters relating to the application. A representative from Keys To Hope housing services provided an update on provision of temporary/emergency accommodation.



	Minute No.
	Agenda item

	
	

	026/037
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: There were no apologies for non-attendance.

	
	

	026/038
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: There were no declarations of interest. 

	
	

	026/039
	MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING: On the motion of Cllr. Spraggon, seconded by Cllr. Potts, it was RESOLVED: To approve as a correct record and authorise the signing of the minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 10th February 2026.

	
	

	026/040
	MATTERS ARISING: 026.024 - Cllr. Spraggon mentioned that she had published on her personal social media accounts an advertisement inviting expressions of interest in filling vacancies by co-option and had received an ‘onslaught’ of negative comments.

	
	

	026/041
	VACANCIES: RESOLVED: 

	
	

	026/042
	CLERK’S REPORT: The Parish Clerk gave a report on matters including details.

	
	

	026/042.1
	The action log recording agreed tasks was updated and all completed tasks removed.

	
	

	026/043
	FINANCIAL MATTERS: On the motion of Cllr. Spraggon, seconded by Cllr. Marshall, it was unanimously RESOLVED: To receive the schedule of monthly income and expenditure and approve payment of those invoices which were presented to the meeting. Cllr. Cossllett verified the bank reconciliation, and signed and dated the schedule of income and expenditure and invoices as evidence of this. 

	
	

	026/026.1
	On the motion of Cllr. Spraggon, seconded by Cllr. Potts, it was unanimously RESOLVED: To donate the sum of £200.00 to help fund new planters for Ramshaw in Bloom. 

	
	

	026/026.2
	RESOLVED: To defer for discussion at the next meeting an application for a grant from St. Paul’s Parochial Church Council (PCC) to purchase wheelchair(s).

	
	

	026/027
	REPORTS: Cllr. Spraggon gave a report on the Allotments Working Group. The allotments register had been updated. The tenant of the plots known as ‘the parish field’ had been served with one month’s notice that the tenancy would not be renewed on 1st April 2026 due to non-usage for a long period of time. The Parish Clerk had drafted a lease agreement for these plots for a period of seven years on payment of £39.00 per plot for the first year and thereafter on payment of £1,200.00 each year for the remaining period of the lease. 

	
	

	026/027.1
	Cllr. Breeze gave an update on progress of digital allotment plans for each of the three allotment sites. RESOLVED: To ask the Parish Clerk to obtain from HM Land Registry title plans showing the boundary for each of the three allotment sites.

	
	

	026/027.2
	Mr. Michael Proud agreed to contact the council’s preferred local contractor for a quotation for the cost of installing hardstanding car parking at the Jubilee Allotment site.

	
	

	026/027.3
	Cllr. Pettit gave a detailed report on the Emergency Plan Working Group and several funding opportunities to support emergency planning. A further meeting would be held.

	
	

	026/028
	DURHAM COUNTY COUNCIL (DCC): Cllr. Potts reported that DCC had announced its intention to raise council tax bills by 3.1% to help balance its budget. Durham’s Police and Crime Commissioner (PCC) had defied calls from concerned councillors and approved a 6% increase to the policing precept on council tax bills.

	
	

	026/029
	PLANNING: Cllr. Spraggon asked whether planning application no. DM/25/02768/FPA had been considered yet and the Parish Clerk agreed to contact the relevant planning officer.

	
	

	026/030
	SUMMER EVENT 2026: RESOLVED: To agree in principle to a Summer Fayre/Fun Day and to discuss firm proposals at the next meeting.

	
	

	026/031
	ITEM REQUESTED BY A MEMBER: Members considered a written request to select an alternative member to represent the Parish Council's views at Police and Communities Together (PACT) meetings. It was unanimously RESOLVED: To re-affirm the original decision to appoint parish councillor Anne Marshall to represent the Parish Council’s views at PACT meetings, whenever these views are expressed through a formal resolution. 

	
	

	026/032
	STANDING ORDERS: RESOLVED: To suspend Standing Order 3x [a meeting shall not exceed a period of two hours] for as long as the following matters were under discussion.  

	
	

	026/033
	ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING: There were no items raised from members relating to the Parish Council’s role and responsibilities.

	
	

	026/034
	NEXT MEETING: RESOLVED: To confirm the date of the next meeting: Tuesday 10th March 2026 commencing at 7:00 p.m. in the Cornerstone Christian Centre.

	
	

	026/035
	EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC: On the motion of Cllr. Spraggon, seconded by Cllr. Finch, it was unanimously RESOLVED: That the public and the press shall be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the next item of business due to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.

	
	

	026/036
	CODE OF CONDUCT COMPLAINTS: Members discussed matters relating to the code of conduct framework for parish councils and considered Durham County Council’s Annual Report of the Standards Committee regarding a breakdown of numbers and costs involved. 

	
	

	026/037
	CONCLUSION OF MEETING: The meeting closed at 9:13 p.m.




Chairman’s Signature:                                                                             Date: 10th March 2026
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